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UNDER
FIRE
a study in Daniel



YOU WHO ARE
GREATLY LOVED,
FEAR NOT,
PEACE
BE WITH YOU;
BE STRONG
AND OF
GOOD COURAGE.
DANIEL 10:19



Sunday
M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 1
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

LORD, How did you highlight this passage in a new way for me today?

Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your Word?

How will you act differently this week as a result of this message?

NOTES



WE use the H.E.A.R Acronym which stands for Highlight, Ex-
plain, Apply and Respond. Each of these four steps creates an 
atmosphere for Hearing the Voice of God. After each day of 
reading the devotional provided in this book, take some time 
for studying God’s word and listening to what god would like 
to say to you.

H - Highlight
What words, phrases, verses stand out to you as you read?
Underline them or write them down.

E - Explain
Sum the passage up in your own words.

A - Apply
Ask: Lord, What do you want to say to me from this passage?

R - Respond
Ask: Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your 
Word?

H.E.A.R.
Devotional guide

NOTES



MONDAY
M a y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 1:1-5

Today we begin the book of Daniel.  IT seems appropriate to pray this 
prayer as we begin: “Author of Life and Author of My Life.  As I begin the 
reading of this book, give me sensitivity to listen, not just to the story told, 
but to the responses of my own heart to what i encounter in these pages. 
What does it draw out of me? What longing? What fear? What doubt? 
What faith? Give me ears to hear, O Spirit of God.” Amen!

As i read chapter 1 verses 1-5 today, this is what stood out to me: 
Verse 1, in the third year of the reign of the king - these were real events 
with real people.
Verse 2, The Lord handed - God was at work in these events.
Verse 3, the king ordered that some of the Israelites from the royal family 
be brought along - sometimes God’s people end up in expected places. 

What is God saying to you?

Praying for you as you explore God’s word today.

Tuesday
M a y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 1: 6-16
In Daniel 1 we read about an interesting exchange Daniel and his friends 
shared in Babylon. They and many of their peers were set to be groomed 
for service to king Nebuchadnezzar. They were offered food and drink 
from the king’s table.  

This to me sounds like a sweet deal... I mean, I’m removed from my 
home, but as consolation I am given food and drink that would be some of 
the best that the land had to offer. I think I would take it! 

But we see Daniel and his friends do something that for a long time I have 
scratched my head at... They rejected the offer and chose to consume 
only veggies and water. I do love veggies but not enough to reject a good 
pile of meat. And not enough to push them away for three whole years!! 

Daniel made a big deal over a little thing, but the only way to go on with 
God is to be faithful in every way including the little things. We might ask, 
“Daniel, why bring faith into it?” But Daniel realized that his relationship 
with God touched every area of his life, including what he ate. 

I realized that rejecting the food and drink wasn’t just to make a big deal 
of something little; it was a step of faithfulness. You see the portions of 
food that they had been offered were not kosher, probably sacrificed to 
idols and yet to consume this food was to imply fellowship with Babylonian 
culture. Rejecting it was Daniel and his friends saying we are set apart for 
God and we will remain set apart for him no matter what.  

This story is a great reminder for me to look at my life and examine where 
I might not be choosing to be set apart for Christ. Where, like it says in 
Romans 12 I might be conforming to the patterns of this world instead of 
being transformed by the renewing of my mind. 



Wednesday
M a y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 1: 17-21 
‘God’s Wisdom Exceeds’

I studied in school, in college, after school, reading books, searching for 
understanding and wisdom.  All these places kept me wanting for more.  
These sources of wisdom left me only partially filled.

In this portion of Daniel, we can find rich encouragement.  Daniel and his 
friends seek the Lord and his wisdom and understanding. They study his 
word and God imparts great wisdom and understanding on them.  After all 
the studying, they are found to be smarter and with more wisdom than the 
others that were tested.  God imparted to them wisdom that even the king 
recognized to be better than his magicians and enchanters.  

This should be an encouragement and challenge for us today.  First, an 
encouragement that when we seek the Lord and desire his wisdom and 
knowledge he will show up….he will impart this on us.  How great is that.  
It is also a challenge to us today.  It caused me to evaluate how many oth-
er places I look for wisdom.  Books, articles, websites, news articles, other 
authors, podcasts and the internet.  These places are all good supplemen-
tal information but ultimately the wisdom and knowledge that will surpass 
all understanding is that which God imparts.  Seek this wisdom.  Beg, 
plead, and search for God to fill you full of all His wisdom and understand-
ing today.

‘If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.’ – James 1:5

Thursday
M a y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 2: 1-13
Have you ever been asked to do something that seems impossible?

Then you can understand the Chaldean’s desperation: “What the king is 
asking is impossible!” It reminds me of the time a father brought his son 
to the disciples. They tried to heal the son, but nothing worked. Jesus 
heals the boy and, when the disciples ask why they couldn’t, Jesus says, 
“Throwing this kind of spirit out requires prayer.”

The Chaldean’s are more right than they know: only the gods – really, only 
God – can do what the king is asking. Where the Chaldean’s are wrong is 
when they assert that God does not live among humans. The whole Bible 
records God’s desire to dwell with his people.

So, when we face the impossible, we can depend on God. He will give 
us the wisdom we need when we ask (James 1:5). We can come into his 
presence to find grace and mercy whenever we need it (Hebrews 4:16) – 
which, in my case, is constant!



Friday
M a y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 2: 14-23
You know those times when everything seems like it’s coming against you 
and you have done nothing to contribute to the situation? Those times 
when out of nowhere, something seems to bring everything you know to a 
halt? 

In the midst of a challenging situation, Daniel chose to stand firm in his 
faith. Nebuchadnezzar had just ordered that all the wise men of Babylon 
would be killed because no one could seem to give him what he wanted - 
this order included Daniel and his friends.  

When faced with sudden uncertainty, Daniel 2:14 says, “Daniel handled 
the situation with wisdom and discretion”. Notice that he did not respond 
with disrespect or grumbling to the king’s decree. He asked for clarity. 
Daniel then simply asked for time to meet the king’s demands. When 
granted this, Daniel did not run away or to plan a revolt against Nebu-
chadnezzar. Daniel turned to God and asked for mercy and wisdom. God 
heard and answered Daniel’s prayer, and Daniel responded in worship. 

What about you? We all face tasks and trials that are seemingly impossi-
ble. You are not alone in that. How do you react when things feel unfair? 
So often our temptation is to complain, to give up, or to create excuses. 
So often we try to rely on our own strength, assuming we can probably 
figure it out. Daniel took action in a time of great uncertainty - he had the 
courage to call for clarity, the commitment to community, and the posture 
of prayer. 

SATURDAY
M a y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 2: 24-30
I remember the first time I learned how to do an oil change.  My friend 
directed me up on the ramps.  He helped me find the oil pan, and 
loosened the screw for me.  He showed me how to find the filter, and use 
the filter wrench.  He had purchased the new oil and filter for me, and 
showed me where to put the new oil.  
  
When we were finished I was pretty proud of this new skill I learned.  But 
the fact of the matter is that my friend had done almost everything for me!
Sometimes we forget everything that we are, and everything that we have 
comes from our loving Heavenly Father.  We take credit for who we are 
and what we have done, and we forget that we are not the ones who put 
ourselves in this position.  God is the one who put us where we are.  God 
is the one who provided us with our gifts.  God is the one who has given 
us new life.  God gave us all we have.

Daniel gives glory to God for all that he has when he is going to interpret 
the dream for the King.  He doesn’t take credit for ability the that he has, 
but he gives glory solely to God. (Daniel 2:27-28)

This is the type of humility we should have in light of our glorious God. 
Understanding where we are at and what our place is in this world, we 
are the created and here to give glory to God our Father.  Take some time 
today to humble yourself before God and give Him credit for everything 
you have.  Remind yourself that this is not about you, but it is about your 
Heavenly Father who is the creator of the world.

Humble yourself before God and He will lift you up!



Sunday
M a y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 2
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

What is God calling you to change about your life?

what did God say to you during this message that you need to think about more 
this week??

Is there sin you are convicted of as a result of Hearing God’s Voice today?

NOTES



NOTES

HE

and
if Not

is sti�
G�d

DANIEL 3:18



WE use the H.E.A.R Acronym which stands for Highlight, Ex-
plain, Apply and Respond. Each of these four steps creates an 
atmosphere for Hearing the Voice of God. After each day of 
reading the devotional provided in this book, take some time 
for studying God’s word and listening to what god would like 
to say to you.

H - Highlight
What words, phrases, verses stand out to you as you read?
Underline them or write them down.

E - Explain
Sum the passage up in your own words.

A - Apply
Ask: Lord, What do you want to say to me from this passage?

R - Respond
Ask: Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your 
Word?

H.E.A.R.
Devotional guide

NOTES



MONDAY
J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 2: 31-45

Nothing on this Earth lasts. King Nebuchadnezzar was given a dream 
from God which described the rise and fall of many kingdoms. God had 
given Nebuchadnezzar dominion and power and might and glory and yet, 
even his kingdom would come to an end.

Daniel describes him as the king of kings and yet even then, his kingdom 
would not last. Many kingdoms, inferior to his, would rise and fall and they 
would all share in this common trait. Nothing on this earth lasts.

And yet, in this dream God showed another kingdom. Daniel describes 
how the God of heaven will set up a kingdom “that will never be destroyed, 
nor will it be left to another people.” (Daniel 2:44)

Unlike everything that has come before, the kingdom of God will last, and 
there will be none to rival it. So what kingdom are you living for? I often 
find myself chasing after power, or glory, or riches thinking that these can 
offer meaning and give some lasting satisfaction.

Nebuchadnezzar had all of these and his kingdom came to an end. Let us 
live our lives for something that lasts.

So how can you be living for God’s eternal kingdom today?

Tuesday
J u n e  2 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 2: 46-49
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had a mystery to be solved. 
He also had an unexpected lesson to be learned about the God of Daniel.

The lesson? That God is always more than we can imagine him to be. 

As my children grew up I read with them each evening The Chronicles of 
Narnia. In the final book, The Last Battle, the Pevensie children are drawn 
through the stable door into a new Narnia,  a picture of what we might call 
heaven or the new heavens and the new earth. I always struggled with 
tears as I read the astonishment and joy they experienced as they moved 
“ further up and further in. The inside was larger than the outside.”

That’s something of what Nebuchadnezzar experienced when God solved 
the mystery of his vision through Daniel.

“Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer 
of mysteries.”

He is God of the many gods around us.
He is Lord of the many kings we give allegiance to.
He is the revealer of mysteries.

HE IS NOT A MYSTERY TO BE SOLVED. 

Go further up and further in. He’s more then you can imagine. Live before 
him today with jaw-dropping awe as Lord and king!



Wednesday
J u n e  3 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 3: 1-7
King Nebuchadnezzar was a proud, arrogant ruler who needed to be 
worshiped. In Daniel 3, it says that he set up a golden image of himself 
that stood 90 feet tall. This statue looked out over the vast expanse of his 
kingdom as a symbol of power which struck fear into the nations that he 
conquered. 

After this idol was built King Nebuchadnezzar called all his public officials 
together, three of which were men of God called Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, and commanded them to worship his idol as a sign of alle-
giance to his throne. At the sound of music every tribe, tongue and nation 
were to fall to their knees and worship the image of their king. 

This command to worship was backed by a powerful threat. Verse 6 says 
“And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast 
into a burning fiery furnace.” 

These men of God had a very serious decision to make. Do they bow 
down and worship with their peers and co-workers? Or do they stay 
obedient to their God in the face of death?

Although our idols today do not look like 90 foot golden statues, I’m afraid 
they’re more dangerously subtle. Work; money; relationships; there are 
many idols today that demand our worship and constantly try to steer us 
away from complete dedication to God. Our call as Christians is to follow 
after God and worship him with our full hearts. Stand firm in the faith when 
it seems everyone around you is bowing down. 

God is jealous, and altogether worthy of our worship. Together let’s take 
heart and serve him with unwavering affections and radical obedience.

Thursday
J u n e  4 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 3: 8-18
That statue was built. The King had made his decree. This wasn’t just a 
political allegiance the king is asking for, but also a religious one. He was 
asking to be worshiped. The Chaldeans, these men renowned for their 
study of astrology and astronomy remind Nebuchadnezzar, that three 
Jewish men refuse to bow down. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego face 
the wrath of the King, who does not understand that he sits under the rule 
of the Most High God. 

The contest is actually between the one true king and the god of 
Nebuchadnezzar. In Chapter two we thought he had learned his lesson as 
he proclaimed Daniel’s God the “God of gods”. How quickly he forgets as 
he almost mocks God with his statement; “Who is the God that shall 
deliver you out of my hands”. He is saying, no god is more powerful than 
he is. And so, with what he perceives as having the full authority, he 
throws these men in a furnace of fire. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
are not afraid of the fiery furnace, or of Nebuchadnezzar. They know God 
is their very present help in trouble. They are not 
speaking in an arrogant manner to the king. They speak of their confi-
dence in God. They remain faithful to the living God, who is able to save, 
rather than abandon him for the idols and images that could never save. 
They trusted in the power of God – “the God we serve is able”. And they 
trusted in the purposes of God “even if He doesn’t… yet even then we still 
believe”. 

Each person must make this decision. We cannot serve the little gods we 
create and the one true God. 

God asks us- will you place your life in my hand- I will not only rule over 
death, but I will also give you life.



Friday
J u n e  5 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 3: 19-26
TURN UP THE HEAT

Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude changed when Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego refused to worship his god. The king’s pride made him
furious and led him to turn up the heat. While the king’s attitude changed, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s did not. They remained faithful 
toward their God and accepted the unrealistic demand made of them.

I find God does his best work in my life when the heat is turned up and all 
I can do is trust in Him to bail me out. And this is exactly what God does 
in our text and the king “leaps to his feet in amazement” and starts asking 
questions. It was clear to all those present, that God was protecting His 
faithful servants. The king’s response reveals this when he approaches 
the furnace and shouts, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of 
the Most High God, come out!” 

This passage challenges me to renew my faith in God when those who 
follow other gods turn up the heat. I pray God will be glorified as those 
around us observe Him acting in ways they could not imagine when they 
see Him walking in the fire with us.

SATURDAY
J u n e  6 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 3: 27-30
In these last few verses of Daniel chapter 3, we are given a small glimpse 
of the absolute awe and amazement that King Nebuchadnezzar express-
es as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego step out of the fire. The King 
immediately acknowledges that the Most High God had saved them be-
cause of their obedience and trust, and he offers praise to God. He even 
proclaims “There is no other god who can rescue like this”. 

These young men had been completely untouched by the fire and heat. 
The only thing that had been burned was the rope that bound them. That 
is so significant. Throughout our lives we will experience things of this 
world that can appear to bind us; to hold us in place.  

It’s easy to feel bound in so many ways by this season that we are in. We 
are bound by the laws and regulations set in place by our government. We 
are bound by our vulnerability, our fragile health, and our weary hearts. 
We are bound by an illness that has created fear, devastation, and panic.  
But we have the assurance that the Most High God is our rescuer. The 
same power that saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and raised 
Christ from the dead lives in us. There is truly no other god who can res-
cue like this. 

When we place our hope in the true, eternal God, we can know that we 
are safe in his hands. These temporary trials are just that; temporary. I 
want to encourage you today to trust our Heavenly Father and the plan 
that He has for those that love Him. Philippians 4 tells us that “the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus”. Allow your broken and weary heart to experience 
this peace. Rest in the amazing love of the Most High God, and that He is 
our rescuer. 



Sunday
J U N E  7 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 3
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

Lord, what is the main point of this passage?

How did this make you feel? How did it change the way you feel about God and 
about yourself?

What could you pray for you and your family as a result of this?

NOTES



NOTES

Everlasting
his Rule is

And his
Kingdom is

Daniel 4:34

Eternal



WE use the H.E.A.R Acronym which stands for Highlight, Ex-
plain, Apply and Respond. Each of these four steps creates an 
atmosphere for Hearing the Voice of God. After each day of 
reading the devotional provided in this book, take some time 
for studying God’s word and listening to what god would like 
to say to you.

H - Highlight
What words, phrases, verses stand out to you as you read?
Underline them or write them down.

E - Explain
Sum the passage up in your own words.

A - Apply
Ask: Lord, What do you want to say to me from this passage?

R - Respond
Ask: Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your 
Word?

H.E.A.R.
Devotional guide

NOTES



MONDAY
J u n e  8 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 4: 1-18
Do you ever look back and think about all that God has done in your life to 
bring to where you are now? Daniel chapter 4 begins with King
Nebuchadnezzar bringing glory to God and praising Him for all that He 
has done, and then reflecting on the events that brought him to where he 
was now. In his reflections, we see that even though Nebuchadnezzar had 
been impressed by the things that Daniel and his companions had done, 
he still hadn’t come around to trusting and believing in the one true God. 

So God sent him a dream. Now, we’ll get into the specifics of this dream a 
little later, but the basic gist of it was that God was going to take
Nebuchadnezzar and all of his wealth and power, and reduce it to rubble. 
At the end of it all however, God would build him back up, and in doing 
so, Nebuchadnezzar would come to realize just where it was his power 
actually came from. Who it was that he should actually be worshiping. And 
God blessed him greatly. 

So, while it’s always easy to look back in hindsight and see where God 
was moving us, even in the here and now, when troubles and trials seem 
like they are going to over power us, let’s try to remember that we can’t 
trust in ourselves and where we think we need to be going. We should  
trust instead that God is shaping us and molding us, and bringing us to 
where we need to be: Closer to Him.

Tuesday
J u n e  9 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 4: 19-27
I remember when I first moved to Lethbridge someone helpfully told me 
where the speed cameras were in the city.  I was cautious, but I forgot ear-
ly one morning driving in from Calgary.  I ignored the warning of my friend 
and I had to pay the consequences of the ticket.  If only I would’ve listened 
better to his warning.  

In our passage today Daniel has just explained the meaning of a 
frightening dream that warns the King of the coming judgment for his 
pride.  God is giving King Nebuchadnezzar an opportunity to turn from his 
sin.

In chapter 4 verse 27 Daniel says, “King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept 
my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past 
and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.”

The boldness of which Daniel speaks shows that he doesn’t rely upon 
the King for his position.  God is His foundation.  Daniel has the humility 
before God that the King needs but the King forgets the warning, and the 
dream is fulfilled.  

The warning to stop sinning is one of the most loving things that we can 
do for someone.  We need people in our lives who will love us enough 
to warn us when we’re wrong, and we need the humility to accept their 
guidance and correction.  

This will save us from a lot of heartache and trouble, drawing us closer to 
our righteous and loving Heavenly Father.  May we have the humility and 
the grace to accept correction and walk in the freedom of righteousness.  



Wednesday
J u n e  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 4: 28-37
King Nebuchadnezzar was a proud man. He strolled on the rooftop ter-
race of his palace, basking in his accomplishments: 

Look at his great city of Babylon! By my own mighty power, I have built 
this beautiful city as my royal residence to display my majestic 
splendor” (NLT). 

He was impressed with himself and had an inflated sense of 
self-importance. 

Circumstances can change quickly, though. The King soon lost all that he 
treasured – His power and his status, along with the comforts and conve-
niences of his home. For seven years, King Nebuchadnezzar would be 
without all the things that helped prop up his identity. 

Jesus told a story about a wise and foolish builder, one who built his 
house on a rock and the other on sand (Matthew 7: 24 – 27). When the 
storms of life blew, it was the house on a rock that lasted. Like King
Nebuchadnezzar, we all need to examine the foundation we are building 
our life on, as circumstances can change.

I pray that King Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony, as a result of his
experience, rings true for each of us: 

“I praised and worshiped the Most High and honored the One who lives 
forever” (vs 34 NLT).

Thursday
J u n e  1 1 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 5: 1-12
Daniel is full of events that captured my imagination as a kid.  Chapter 5 is 
one of those:  an extravagant party, sacred vessels from the house of God 
in Jerusalem brought to the party, wine, and then a floating hand writing 
a message on the palace wall, a king that was so terrified he messed his 
pants (first favourite part as a kid).  The king calls diviners and mediums 
because he wants the writing on the wall interpreted, but no one can.  
Then the queen arrives (second favourite part) and she tells the King to 
call for Daniel, because he has “the breath of the holy gods, an 
extraordinary spirit, knowledge and intelligence.”  As an adult, this is the 
part I love!  God’s people are sometimes in very surprising places 
capturing the attention of others with extraordinary presence, intelligence 
and wisdom all flowing from the desire to just be faithful to God.

What does faithfulness to God look like for you today?  Where are you 
being surprised by the people of God? 



Friday
J u n e  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 5: 13-31
In this passage, we read about the interpretation of the writing on the wall. 
The pride of King Belshazzar is on display, as he offers to reward Daniel 
with beautiful gifts and great power, if he can explain the writing. This 
important event has just taken place, and yet the King’s focus is on worldly 
and material things. Daniel refuses to accept these lavish promises. He 
isn’t motivated by gifts or material rewards; He is focused on his God. 
Daniel reminds the king of the pride and foolishness of his predecessor, 
King Nebuchadnezzar who was stripped of his glory and his throne, all 
because of his hardened heart against God. King Belshazzar knows this 
history, yet he openly defies the authority and majesty of God. History is 
repeating itself, and King Belshazzar chooses to ignore it.
“you knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself. For you have defied 
the Lord of Heaven… you have not honored the God who gives you the 
breath of life and controls your destiny”.(22,23) 
We too can shift our focus towards gods that cannot see, hear, or know, 
instead of focusing on the One to whom all things are known. We 
concentrate on the here and now that bring us immediate gratification. We 
sometimes fail to learn from our mistakes, and fall into the same patterns 
of sin over and over again.
Because of his actions, King Belshazzar is sentenced to death. Daniel 
explains that these words that have been written declare that his reign has 
come to an end; he has been judged, and will be cut off from God. You’d 
think a death sentence would give someone pause, but again we see the 
King focus his attention on earthly rewards. He makes good on his 
promises to Daniel, showers him with gifts, and moves along. That very 
same night he is killed. 
It reminds me that the rewards of a condemned world are so small and 
insignificant in comparison to eternity. My encouragement to you is to 
focus on the eternal hope and redemption that we have in Christ Jesus, 
rather than on earthly desires. Our heavenly reward will be so much 
greater than anything we can imagine here on earth. 

Daniel 6: 1-5
One of the things that amazes me most about Daniel is his closeness with 
God. Its as if the presence of God can be seen through the way Daniel 
walks boldly and courageously. Even King Darius could see it in the way 
Daniel lived his life, Darius was ready to set him over the whole realm 
because of Daniel’s “extraordinary spirit” (Dan. 6:3). Its no wonder the 
administrators and satraps couldn’t find any charge against Daniel, 
because Daniel walked in a way that represents who God is. 

 Imagine being so close with God that your every move, every word that 
came from your mouth, and every decision you made reflected who God 
is. Would more lives be changed for God’s kingdom as others began to 
encounter who God is through you? This is what it means to live a Spirit 
filled life, a life where you’re so in tune with the Holy Spirit that He flows 
out of you and can be seen by all around you. Today I urge you to invite 
the Spirit in and let Him shape your life.

SATURDAY
J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0



Sunday
J U N E  1 4 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 4
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

Lord, what are you trying to say to me from this passage?

How are you going to think differently as a result of this message?

What are you going to tell someone else to be held accountable for to bring 
change in your life this week?

NOTES



WE use the H.E.A.R Acronym which stands for Highlight, Ex-
plain, Apply and Respond. Each of these four steps creates an 
atmosphere for Hearing the Voice of God. After each day of 
reading the devotional provided in this book, take some time 
for studying God’s word and listening to what god would like 
to say to you.

H - Highlight
What words, phrases, verses stand out to you as you read?
Underline them or write them down.

E - Explain
Sum the passage up in your own words.

A - Apply
Ask: Lord, What do you want to say to me from this passage?

R - Respond
Ask: Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your 
Word?

H.E.A.R.
Devotional guide

NOTES



MONDAY
J u n e  1 5 ,  2 0 2 0

Tuesday
J u n e  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 6: 15-22
The story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den is probably one of the most well 
known stories in the entire Bible. We hear about it from the time we’re in 
Sunday School. But what a great reminder that even in times of trouble, 
(and I’m pretty sure we could call being thrown to the lions a time of trou-
ble), God has the power, and is in control over all. 

In Daniel 6 verse 15, we have the high officials of the King believing that 
they have finally found a way to get rid of Daniel. After all, even though 
King Darius is trying as hard as he can to free Daniel, ultimately, the law 
has been set and nobody can change it: or so they believe. 

So, Daniel is thrown into the lion’s den, and the door is sealed. Darius 
locks himself away for the night, and fasts in hopes that Daniel will survive 
the night (which actually is also a testament to interceding in prayer for 
those around us). And what happened when Darius called into the lion’s 
den the next morning? God had delivered Daniel. What a testament to 
God’s power and glory! Higher than any law, power, or person, God rules 
over all.

How many times does it feel like situations are insurmountable? How 
many times does it feel like we’re trying to crawl out of a hole but can’t 
seem to pull ourselves out? And yet, God comes through. No power on 
this earth can defeat God’s purpose for us. Like Daniel, God can deliver 
us. And what a testimony that is.

Daniel 6: 6-14

How often I’ve heard this line: pride goes before the fall! In other words, 
don’t let your pride trip you up.

This is precisely what happens to King Darius. The royal officials come 
to him with a plan that appeals to his pride. He doesn’t think about the 
consequences for anyone else; he just thinks about how nice it will be to 
have the attention of the entire Empire focused on him and how affirming 
it would be to have them think that he can answer their prayers!

This is Satan’s most used lie: we are gods. We are the ultimate authority 
on right and wrong, good and bad, truth and lie. This appeals to our pride! 
It often seems really good to put ourselves in that position until we realize 
how our pride has damaged and endangered those we love.

Only God has the wisdom to decide what is truly good and truly bad. Only 
God is worthy of ultimate authority. We must learn to humble ourselves 
before him.



Wednesday
J u n e  1 7 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 6: 23-28
Daniel is in a den of hungry lions. King Darius is in agony after a night 
without food or sleep. How could he bring suffering on this man who has 
never done harm to the king, but only been upright and brought goodness 
to the kingdom. Daniel was more at rest in the prison with the lions than 
Darius was in his palace with all his luxurious comforts. But… Daniel is 
saved by the hand of God- not a wound is found on him because he trust-
ed in God. The king is overjoyed! As if to emphasize that Daniel’s escape 
had nothing to do with the lions, we read of the swift death of the accusers 
by the mouth of the very same hungry lions. 
The kings in the book of Daniel reach a pinnacle in the speech by King 
Darius. Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 3 had instructed his people not to 
speak against the Jewish God and chapter 4 tells of his own experience of 
this God. But King Darius responds in a different way- one where he bows 
his own knee to the Most High God. He decrees that the kingdom will now 
live with reverence and awe before the god of Daniel. 
These Babylonians had defeated the remnants of Judah and Israel and 
took them from their land, destroying Jerusalem and the temple. What 
were the consequences of this exile? The faithful witness of Daniel and 
his companions in Babylon has gradually led non-Jews to see the truth. 
Exile has led to redemption.  Not by the display of force or might, but by 
lives lived out in faithfulness. Through the witness of Daniel, his integrity, 
his willingness to submit to authorities where he could, his reputation for 
outstanding work ethic, his doing good, and his trust in God, an entire 
nation came to know and reverence the Lord. 
We want to see our nation, our communities, out cities come to know our 
God. It is tempting to do that by ensuring we have the loudest voice. But 
maybe we are more like exiles than we even know. And maybe this is 
our time to live with integrity and submission as we seek to do good and 
display the glory of God. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; 
his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.”

Thursday
J u n e  1 8 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 7: 1-14
Daniel 7 is one awesome passage!
 
We read about a vision and prophecy that Daniel had about four beasts. 
These four beasts represent four kingdoms. All of them conquering in their 
own unique way. Devouring, destroying, and coming to power. 
 
This vision is God’s point of View. We see these ruthless kingdoms 
destroying and consuming like brute beast. But as the vision progresses 
these kingdoms will come and go and something greater will take their 
place. 
 
Now God doesn’t predict the future to show off rather he is showing us 
where all of history is headed.
 
After we see the beasts rise we see the Throne of God; God seated in 
an absolutely holy place. And from there the beasts are stripped of their 
power.
 
And then the son of man enters and we read “He was given authority, 
glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”
 
So here is the takeaway... 
All kingdoms will pass away and all authority will be handed over to Christ. 
We must choose our king wisely because the king you serve today
determines the king you will inherit for eternity.



Friday
J u n e  1 9 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 7: 15-28
These days, it’s easy to watch the news and be troubled; death, injustice 
and the unanswered question of “why?” Why does this happen?

In Daniel 7, verses 15-28, the prophet sees in a vision the result of rulers 
who reject God as the true King and instead masquerade as God. The 
result is troubling; chaos, destruction and losses suffered even by God’s 
people. However, Daniel is assured that the future inheritance given to 
faithful saints is to co-rule with God in his Kingdom.

Verse 27 says “then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the 
kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the Holy People of the 
Most-High. His Kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will 
worship and obey him.” 

While this doesn’t answer the “why” of our troubles, it reassures us they 
have no place in God’s coming Kingdom.

So, in response, how will you trust the true King with your troubles today?

SATURDAY
J u n e  2 0 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 8: 1-14
Daniel already deeply troubled by the previous vision, was truly distraught 
by what he saw was going to happen in this vision of the ram and the 
goat. The vision ends with the throwing of the starry host down to earth. 
They are then trampled down by one who sets itself up to be as great as 
the commander of the army of the LORD. Verse 12 then states, “Because 
of rebellion, the LORD’S people and the daily sacrifice were given over to 
it.” 

Daniel was living in difficult times and circumstances but God had 
prepared him. It has been suggested that this chapter was written for 
believers who were struggling in their current situations, in the battle, just 
as we are today. In what way have you seen God prepare you for 
problems and changes in your life? How is He preparing and 
strengthening you now for challenges in the future? 

Whether we live in the last days or not; our reaction to this revelation will 
reveal how much we believe God is in control of His plan.



Sunday
J U N E  2 1 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 5
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

Lord, how did you highlight this passage in a new way for me today?

What are you willing to do differently this week as a result of this message?

What did God say to you during this message that you need to think about more 
this week?

NOTES



WE use the H.E.A.R Acronym which stands for Highlight, Ex-
plain, Apply and Respond. Each of these four steps creates an 
atmosphere for Hearing the Voice of God. After each day of 
reading the devotional provided in this book, take some time 
for studying God’s word and listening to what god would like 
to say to you.

H - Highlight
What words, phrases, verses stand out to you as you read?
Underline them or write them down.

E - Explain
Sum the passage up in your own words.

A - Apply
Ask: Lord, What do you want to say to me from this passage?

R - Respond
Ask: Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your 
Word?

H.E.A.R.
Devotional guide

NOTES



MONDAY
J u n e  2 2 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 8: 15-27
I grew up in the shadow of dispensational theology, Hal Lindsey’s The 
Late Great Planet Earth, and the “Left Behind” series. We were obsessed 
with trying to wring out of the Bible a detailed map of the future and end 
times. We tried to fit every current event somewhere into that map. Yet it 
seemed to me that such searching brought more fear and anxiety than 
clarity and hope.

Daniel experienced a bit of this here in chapter 8. He needed angelic help 
to interpret his vision of the future and in the end he was “worn out and lay 
exhausted for several days.” 

Allow me to emphasize what he then did.
“Then I got up and went about the king’s business.”
He went out and did his job and served king Belshazzar.

My friends, let’s not allow an uncertain and mostly unknown future 
paralyze us to the responsibilities of the present. We serve another king, 
the Lord God. Serve him well.

And what might that look like? Here’s a start, four words from Jesus and 
two from Peter.

Love the Lord your God,
Love your neighbour,
Love your brothers and sisters in Christ,
Go and make disciples,
Live good lives of good works so that others will glorify God,
Revere Christ as Lord and be ready to give a reason for the hope you 
have.

THAT SHOULD KEEP US BUSY!

Tuesday
J u n e  2 3 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 9: 1-3
Have you ever looked at situation that was ahead of you and it seemed 
like it just was too much to handle? I wonder if this how Daniel felt when 
he remembered the words from the prophet Jeremiah that the number 
of years for the desolation of Jerusalem would be seventy. That is a long 
time to be in desolation. But how does Daniel respond to the challenge 
ahead? He responds with prayer and petitions, and with fasting. Daniel 
understood what it meant to be dependant on the Lord and that when 
rough times are ahead God is there, walking alongside, providing for your 
every need. 

 When the going gets tough for you, how do you respond? Are you quick 
to get overwhelmed, or do you turn to God with prayer and petitions, and 
with fasting?



Wednesday
J u n e  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 9: 4-19
Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9 calls us to one thing – confession.  He sits 
in it, doesn’t rush through.  Confession isn’t comfortable – I want to rush 
through.  Forgive me!  I don’t want to think long about my sin, I don’t want 
to name it, don’t want to bear it.  Daniel bears it.  It’s like you can sense 
him deliberately naming and recording the ways Israel has ignored their 
iniquities and ignored God’s truth.  He sits with this list of sins and then he 
turns to God “Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, may your anger 
and wrath turn away… make your face shine on your desolate 
sanctuary… for we are not presenting our petitions before you based on 
our righteous acts, but based on your abundant compassion.  Lord, hear!  
Lord, forgive!  Lord, listen and act.”  

Today, join me in confession not because we can earn any forgiveness, 
but because He is abundant in compassion.  May that compassion meet 
you as you sit with God today.

Thursday
J u n e  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 9: 20-27
In Daniel chapter 9, Daniel is on his knees pleading to God for the sake of 
his people. He puts on sackcloth and ashes and confesses both his own 
personal sins and the sins of Israel. 

In verse 17 it says that Daniel was pleading for mercy that God’s face 
might shine upon them again; that his presence and favour would be 
restored again to his people.

And in the midst of this desperate cry to God, Gabriel, a messenger from 
the Lord shows up to comfort Daniel and give answer to his prayer.

Gabriel came to Daniel personally and lovingly. In verse 23, Gabriel says 
this: “At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have 
come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved.”

God hears the desperate prayers of his people. When we seek his face 
and confess our sins, he will answer us faithfully. 

The answered prayer to a humbled heart may not come as an angel in the 
night. But like Daniel, God hears us today. And he answers our desperate 
prayers personally and lovingly.

Take some time today to slow down, fall to your knees, confess, and pray 
to God. 

Chuck Swindoll once said “The more one in on their knees, the stronger 
they will stand.” 



Friday
J u n e  2 6 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 10: 1-9
God speaks. 

How does He speak you may ask? The writer of Hebrews reminds us that 
God spoke to our ancestors “… at many times and in various ways” (Heb. 
1: 1). In short, God speaks whenever and however he chooses, and the 
biblical accounts include everything from a burning bush (Ex. 3: 4) and a 
donkey (Nu. 22: 28) to the prophets (2 Peter 1: 21) and God’s very own 
Son (Heb 1: 2). 

Daniel mourned for the situation in Jerusalem (Daniel 10: 2) and he 
needed a word from the Lord. He entered into a partial fast, choosing not 
to eat any “choice food” for three weeks. Being a person of prayer (Daniel 
6: 10), there is little doubt that Daniel was also calling out to God during 
this time. Then one day, while standing by a river, Daniel testified that he 
saw a great vision and that he listened (Daniel 10: 8-9). 

Many of us are mourning the situation in our world today and are needing 
a word from the Lord. Let us follow the example of our spiritual ancestors 
and fast and pray (Acts 13:3, 14: 23). If we do, I am sure God will not 
remain silent.

God speaks

SATURDAY
J u n e  2 7 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 10: 10-11:1
I have a gym membership.  I buy one for the year and than like many 
people; I use it a few days a week for seasons.  I use it for no days a week 
for other seasons.  Sometimes I am intentional and scheduled and use it 
all the time and I see my strength improving and my conditioning getting 
better.  I see results when I work out, run, step, lunge, lift, and squat.  All 
of these things combine for my physical health being in top form.

There are things in life for which I feel like I cannot train.  I feel like there 
are situations and experiences for which I feel completely inadequate.  I 
feel weak.  I feel mute.  I feel less than enough.  I feel like I do not have 
the capabilities to accomplish, win, complete or even manage the task 
before me. 

These are some similar feelings Daniel shares in this passage in 
Daniel 10. I can relate to Daniel in this passage.  The angel in his vision 
gives him the strength from God.  Daniel is fearful and scared and feels 
inadequate and the man in his dream tells him that God will give him 
the strength.  He assures him that in the present and in the future God 
will show up and be his portion.  He will be his courage.  He will be his 
strength in battle.  He will give him words to speak.  

Where is God asking you to speak into, step into, jump into and simply 
follow for which you feel afraid and inadequate?  Today seek His face and 
His direction in what ever you need to move forward and follow.  Spend 
time praying and recording what God reveals to you and be encouraged 
that He is enough! 



Sunday
J U N E  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 6
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

Lord, what are you trying to say to me from this passage?

What is God calling you to change about your life?

what could you pray for you and your family as a result of this message?

NOTES



NOTES
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WE use the H.E.A.R Acronym which stands for Highlight, Ex-
plain, Apply and Respond. Each of these four steps creates an 
atmosphere for Hearing the Voice of God. After each day of 
reading the devotional provided in this book, take some time 
for studying God’s word and listening to what god would like 
to say to you.

H - Highlight
What words, phrases, verses stand out to you as you read?
Underline them or write them down.

E - Explain
Sum the passage up in your own words.

A - Apply
Ask: Lord, What do you want to say to me from this passage?

R - Respond
Ask: Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your 
Word?

H.E.A.R.
Devotional guide

NOTES



MONDAY
J u n e  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 11: 2-13
Chapter 11 begins – Three more kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth 
will be far richer than the others.  By the power he gains through his 
riches, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece.  Then a 
warrior king will arise… and do whatever he wants.  But as soon as he is 
established, his kingdom will be broken up and divided to the four winds.  
And the chapter goes on like this – powers rising and falling, armies stirred 
up, kings with hearts bent on evil.  What would it be like to receive words 
like this?  That this chaos was going to be the future.  Maybe you are look-
ing at your future the same way.   I wonder if the key to looking out over 
our chaotic future is found in verse 19 of chapter 10 – “Don’t be afraid, you 
who are treasured by God.”  This is what the angel said to Daniel.  The 
angel spoke two realities:  Daniel was treasured by God.  Knowing who 
we are and who it is that calls us “treasured” 
anchors us in chaos.  

Today, name the chaos before you, then sit with God while he speaks 
“don’t be afraid, you who are treasured” through His Word to you. 

Tuesday
J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 11: 14-28
Do you live in seasons? Do you have a time in the spring when it is okay 
to go out and buy some plants for your garden? How soon do you change 
your tires? Is snow in October too soon to decorate for Christmas? Can 
you feel a season end? 

The book of Daniel is full of visions, prophecies, and prayer. At this point 
in chapter 11, Daniel is listening to prophecies about Persia and Greece. 
A piece of this prophecy revealed to Daniel speaks of rising and falling, 
alliances formed and followed by deceit. Amidst the upheaval, there is a 
promise tucked into verse 24 and 27 “...this will last for only a short while...
for still the end will come at the appointed time.” 

Regardless of the lies, deceit, power, riches, wealth, and peace described 
in these verses, earthly kingdoms still only last for a time. The sovereignty 
of God is clear in verse 27 as the end will come at the appointed time. 
God knows this. He has appointed this. What a relief that God’s got it. 

I don’t know what your “season” is right now. It might be heartache, grief, 
mourning, or loss. Sit in it for a while, but then get up again. Maybe a 
piece of you feels like the frozen ground of winter and spring - but know 
that eventually the ground thaws and as it does, new life springs up. Take 
comfort and rest in this: It is only for a short while - the end will come at 
the appointed time. He’s with you in the waiting.  



Wednesday
J u l y  1 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 11: 29-35
In Daniel 11, we see a prophecy of coming chaos and evil. A king would 
come who would desecrate the temple (vs. 31) and corrupt the people 
who have violated God’s covenant (vs. 32). It would be a time of pain, 
where evil would seem to have the upper hand. And yet, there is still hope 
in the midst of this terrible time that comes in the form of the people who 
know their God. The Bible says that amidst the chaos and evil, those who 
are wise will instruct many (vs. 33)

But what does this wisdom look like? Wisdom is prioritizing listening over 
speaking. It is being slow to anger. It is quietly meditating on God’s word 
so that we know his perfect will in every situation.

What would it look like if we led with wisdom during these confusing 
times? Not trying to shout over the chaos and evil but being the quiet 
voice of truth to those who are willing to hear.

Let us chase after wisdom, and for the knowledge of God’s will that is 
spoken out of love and not fear.

Thursday
J u l y  2 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 11: 36-45
All for nothing! I have accomplished some things in my life.  I can 
remember as a child building sandcastles on the beach….alone…..good 
ones I promise.  I can remember winning basketball games and player of 
the game awards.  I can remember doing really well on tests.  I can 
remember even receiving compliments for the way I treated someone 
or for the hard work I put in doing a particular task.  I did things so that I 
could feel good about myself.  I tried har to accomplish tasks and even 
take on hardships so people would see the great things I had done and 
tell me how great I was.

Sounds like the king in this passage.  Built empires, conquered nations, 
accumulated wealth, sought after riches and destroyed those that 
opposed him for his glory.  Therefore, people would look at him and be in 
awe.  Therefore, people would see him and be afraid.  Therefore, people 
would marvel at his great strength, power, and wealth.  It seemed as I 
read the passage it may have worked.  He accumulated much and built a 
name for himself.

Note verse 45 – Yet he will come to his end and no one will help him.’  He 
did all these things on his own and destroyed nations and gained for 
himself but in the meantime he created a lonely life.  Away from 
everyone.  I know the feeling.  When I think back on all of my 
accomplishments I achieved on my own strength with my own power 
alone I stayed alone.  I did not celebrate these things acknowledging the 
presence, power, strength, characteristics and person God made me.  

What are situations in your life currently that you are trying to accomplish 
on your own?  How can you depend on who God is and how he has cre-
ated you, and celebrate how he is using you to accomplish much through 
you?



Friday
J u l y  3 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 12: 1-4
Mr. Rogers once said, “When I was a little boy and would see scary things 
in the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will 
always find people who are helping.’”

This is really good advice! When we are overwhelmed by difficult times, 
when we don’t have any precedent for what’s happening (v.1), we can 
orient ourselves around these three things:

 1. God is in charge of angel armies who guard his people (v.1).
 
 2. God keeps a scroll full of names of those who belong to him. If   
 your name is in the scroll, you will be rescued.
 
 3. God will provide people who impart wisdom and lead in paths   
 of righteousness. You can find them because they will shine like   
 stars in the darkness. Look for the helpers!

I would add a challenge to this: as a follower of Jesus filled with the Spirit 
in these times, be a helper: impart wisdom, lead many to righteousness, 
shine like a star!

SATURDAY
J u l y  4 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel 12: 5-13
The book of Daniel finishes with more mystery than certainty, as it ends 
with Daniel seeing another vision that he doesn’t initially understand.

Daniel even admits himself in verse 8 of chapter 12 that he “heard but 
did not understand” the vision concerning the end of time. But notice the 
angel’s response to Daniel in verse 9; “go your way.”  The angel says this 
twice to the prophet as if to emphasize a point. 

Maybe in this season of life, the right act of obedience for each of us is 
simply to “go our way,” to continue working hard, to love our families and 
neighbors, to not be afraid and to keep learning to love God with our 
whole heart, mind and strength. 

In other words, Daniel is instructed to keep doing what he’s been called to 
do, give it his best and to finish well, trusting God the entire time.

So today I ask you, how is God calling you to continue to “go your way?”



Sunday
J U L Y  5 ,  2 0 2 0

Daniel CHAPTER 7-12
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

Lord, what are you asking me to do in response to your word?

How will you act differently this week as a result of this message?

what did God say to you during this message that you need to think about more 
this week?

NOTES
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